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Dedicated to Testudo, you have given us 
hope in the darkest of times. Introduction



When I first accepted my University of Maryland offer in early 2020, I was a little hesitant to be honest. I was born and 
raised in Maryland, and a part of me had hoped college would be the place where I branched out. UMD was well...UMD. 
Everyone from Maryland went here. I knew a good chunk of my graduating class was coming to this school and just like 
everyone else, the in-state tuition was calling me. Nevertheless I was excited. UMD was a huge school, and I knew it had 
great opportunities. I was excited to learn new things, join clubs and meet people, explore campus and experience this so 
called “college life” I had heard so much about. 

And then Covid hit. 

The Coronavirus pandemic swooped in and took our freshman year of college from us. I felt selfish and hurt. People 
less fortunate than me were being terribly affected by the state of the world; who was I to complain that I couldn’t go to 
school? At least I had the opportunity to continue my education online. So I bottled up my emotions and took my first 
college classes through Zoom. And while I was grateful to be privileged enough to have this option, I felt robbed. I grew 
up listening to my older friends talk about how much they loved the independence and freedom to grow in college, and 
yet here I was: trying to emulate that experience in my bedroom behind a computer screen. 

The fall 2021 semester finally rolled around and I was a freshman in a sophomore’s body. I was exhausted after a year 
with no social life. Being away from my parents on a campus with thousands of other students felt a little intimidating. 
But I soon realized that it didn’t matter that I was born and raised in Maryland; everyone here was meeting each other 
for the first time. It took me a little time to get adjusted but I have never been happier with my decision to come here. 

I have met so many new people. I changed my major twice. I slowly felt myself becoming independent and comfort-
able in my surroundings. One of my favorite parts of my college experience so far was joining a South Asian A Capella 
group, Anokha. Who knew that was even a thing right? Coming from a majority white high school in the middle-of-no-
where-Maryland, I had very few Indian friends. Joining Anokha allowed me to explore my culture and meet people who 
understood my struggles and shared my childhood experiences. This group has become one of my biggest highlights of 
college.

If there’s one thing you need to know about me it is that I love stories. It amazes me how every single person at this 
school has their own passions, struggles, and memories. Our biggest goal when creating this book was to celebrate the 
students of Maryland. We wanted to hear what UMD students were up to. What their best memories were. What they 
were proud of accomplishing. Where their favorite spots on campus were. Ali and I hope you enjoy reading through 
everyone’s stories and gain a new appreciation for Maryland.  I know I did :)

Lots of Love, 
Devika Elakara
Sophomore Information Science Major
Sustainability Minor
Design Cultures and Creativity

This summer will mark the halfway point of my time as an undergraduate student at the University of Maryland. The 
twenty-two years prior deserve their own reality TV show. I was born in California, lived in Arizona, spent enough time 
in Oregon to consider residency, and wound up in Maryland. My lifelong passion has been aviation, but a newfound 
interest in the environment through a series of internships has pushed me to apply sustainability principles to current 
work. 

When I chose to attend UMD, my decision was based on factors of the time: money, COVID-19, and a competitive aero-
space program. If I had a nickel for every time I thought about how different my life could have been if I chose to attend 
somewhere else, I might have enough to cover tuition. What has been most important to me, however, is realizing that 
even if I did go somewhere else, I would face the same external challenges - and possibly feel the same way.

Freshman year felt like I was sober, at a rave, inside an on-fire dumpster. With the coronavirus pandemic shutting the 
world down just months prior, I spent most of fall inside my single room straining my eyes with blue light sixteen hours 
a day. The only friends I had were those I met online the summer prior and class attendance was not going to make 
any new ones. My introverted self took over and I became a hermit. The following year would see an eruption of family 
problems, death, and heartbreak. In the Fall of 2021, my mental health saw its lowest-of-lows and I arguably became 
scared for my future. In association, I began to feel hatred towards the university.

It was not until that winter break that I decided to do something about it. Hey, better late than never! I wanted to love 
this school, its spirit, and the people. With a new frame-of-mind, I realized I needed to try to immerse myself more into 
the campus ‘ecosystem’ if I wanted to get more out of it. Essentially, I needed to connect to the campus to feel a sense of 
belonging.

This project represents a step in that journey. Not only was I, literally, connecting to the campus community, but I was 
reaching out of an introverted shell. Nothing highlights that more than the growth of my interview pool, from only 
people I knew and was comfortable around, to anyone I would pass on my way to class. Talking to new people, hearing 
who they are and who they want to be, remains one of the most fascinating characteristics I hold over from childhood. 
My guilty pleasure: befriending the people I sit next to on the plane. So beware! 

To anyone else who is looking to learn about the people they pass on their way to class, or to hear a funny joke, I hope 
you find the following pages humorously inspiring. And if you happen to pass me or Devika, make sure to say hi!

With love,
Ali Hassannia

Sophomore Aerospace Engineering Major
Sustainability Minor

Design Cultures & Creativity
QUEST





“Oh god… I can’t think of the best memory. It’s so hard. Maybe in the beginning 
of 2022, there were a couple days where it was above 70 degrees and Devika and I 
went to go sit on McKeldin with everyone else that was enjoying the nice weather. 
We bought Starbucks and our books to read and it was really nice. We just laid there 

for 3 hours.” 

Megan Nee
Sophomore Computer Science Major

Sustainability Minor

Questions

1. What is your best memory at college so far?

2. Was there ever a moment in college that sparked 
a new interest or passion for you?

3. What is a piece of advice you want to give future 
students?

4. Anything happen in your time at college that you 
are proud of and want to share?

5. What are your future plans?  

We asked students to share whatever they wanted to. 
If they needed some help, we provided 5 inspiration 

questions to get the ball rolling. 



“Try new things and put yourself out there, it all goes by so fast.
Cringe. That’s advice I need to listen to though.”

Esha Edakoth
Junior Psychology Major

Neuroscience Minor

“I enjoy walking at night on campus listening to music, specifically Parking Lot C.”

Bradford Blair
Sophomore Environmental Science & Technology Major
Geospatial Information Science Minor



“Can you word this? I’m so bad at doing stuff like this. I guess just like experiencing 
campus life cause I’m a commuter. I wanna live on campus but I also don’t cause I’m so 
used to my lifestyle at home. But if Covid didn’t happen I would have definitely been on 
campus. I don’t regret it though.”

Gayathri Sahadevan
Sophomore Public Health Science Major

“I’m a photographer so I slide into people’s DMs for photoshoots, but it definitely works for 
friendships as well.” 

Joyce Milandu
Sophomore Neuroscience Major

Black Women’s Studies Minor



“I love UMD and I’m happy I’m here. I can go out and have fun and think about 
boys and drinking and stupid, you know, jello shot drama. AND! I can be studious 

and smart and be in the programs I want to be in and get good grades.”

Julia Cicero
Sophomore Public Policy Major

“College is not what you expect it to be. My entire - ok maybe not entire, that’s 
a lot - but I did not expect my life to change in this way. In a good way.”  

Teja Bokkisam
Sophomore Computer Science Major
General Business Minor



“I love music. Like that’s my favorite thing ever. I would have done [the campus radio 
station] had I known about it earlier. Because I know the guys that do it, a couple of 
them. And it looks really fun and cool.” 

Erin Dorsch
Senior Information Systems Major



“Why is the only thing I can think of taking naps after class, that is what I look 
forward to the most. I also like sitting outside when there is no pollen.”

Rishika Jadhav 
Freshman Cell Bio & Genetics and Public Health Major

“Honestly my best memory is studying at 2 AM by myself at Iribe. I feel like the 
library is too crowded right now.”

Vicky Ma
Junior Computer Science and Psychology Major



“I’ve been through so much in College Park, you don’t even know.”

Meghana Yanamandra
Freshman Finance Major

“Never assume a door is locked until you try it. That sounds deep but it’s very 
practical advice here. Oh the places you’ll go by just tugging a little harder on 

a door that seems locked.” 

Caleb McClatchey
Sophomore Computer Science and Economics Major

Spanish Minor



“UMD is such a big school that I was able to find a place to practice my niche passion.”
“What’s your niche passion?”
“Beatboxing.”

Rohan Cowlagi
Junior Computer Science Major
Business Analytics and Cybersecurity Minors

“You know how it’s like campus for all Terps? It’s not a campus for smoking terps. 
I have that to tell you. ” 

Despina Petradaki
Senior Art History and Archeology Major 

Geospatial Information Science Minor



“I came to UMD cause I wanted to break the norm for me. I wanted to get out and 
experience something different. I was born in New York, went to high school in New 
York, and so I wanted to experience living in a place that wasn’t in a dense city but also 
have access to DC without being in DC. Definitely having the best of both worlds.”

Miles Schiffstein
Sophomore Mechanical Engineering Major



“College is when I came face-to-face with adulthood -- that feeling of independence and 
really deciding what I want the rest of my life to look like. It can be scary, but that’s the 
beauty of being in college: you grow up. 

I have also come face-to-face with my diminishing ability to take shots. My stomach 
doesn’t agree with me anymore. That’s been pretty tough too.”

Rhea Tiwari
Junior Physiology & Neurobiology Major
Business Analytics Minor

“I used to be comp sci but then I switched, thank god.”

Eesha Kaul
Sophomore Information Science Major



“Something funny about UMD is the fact that we have a bus system but buses 
come to one location - like 3 buses come in 5 min and there might be one 
coming in 20.”

Siri Rao
Sophomore Finance Major
Statistics Minor

“I feel like the only interesting thing I do is Anokha.”

Priyal Garg
Sophomore Computer Science Major

Mathematics Minor



“All those crazy squirrels I see. All the time.”

Daniel McKinley
Sophomore Mathematics Major

General Business Minor

“My time at UMD has been the craziest, happiest, most fun, stressful, and over-
whelming four years of my life! I’ve learned so much at my time at UMD, not just 
academically, but also about myself. I’ve also met people who I can call my lifelong 
best friends, and for that I’m forever grateful. As sad as I am to be graduating, I’m so 
ready for the next chapter of my life that UMD has prepared me for.”

Mallika Dinakar 
Senior Computer Science Major
Linguistics Minor



“If there’s one thing college has taught me, it’s to expect the unexpected and 
prepare for the worst. And also to never trust DOTS.”

Inayat Jain
Sophomore Communications Major
Music Performance Minor

“I’ve learned so much about myself and what my future goals are at UMD than all 
my years in high school. I truly feel that I’ve made some life long friends here and 

have made so many memories in just one year.”

Varun Gudapati
Sophomore Biology and Neuroscience Major



“My favorite pastime is walking around on the mall, especially towards the evening 
hours and seeing people do the most obnoxious things, like getting into the fountain. Or 
for example I found a stop sign over there the other day. Someone brought it over from 
like across the street and just left it there? It’s just the most absurd things.”

Alexander Plisov
Sophomore Computer Science Major

“I like swimming in McKeldin.”

Owen Kennedy
Junior Data Science Major



“At UMD, I started taking on opportunities that were outside my comfort zone. For the first 
time, I feel like my life right now is what I’ll look back to and see as the good old days. 

Kay anyways…”

Nimisha Rangachar
Sophomore Public Health and Biology Major

“Get involved as much as you can on campus.”

Naomi Caplan
Freshman Public Health Major



“Everytime I thought I hit rock bottom, someone handed me a shovel.”

Antariksh Tulshyan
Junior Neurophysiology & Biology and Psychology Major

“Spend time people watching in the dining hall.”

Alyssa Canowitz
Freshman Secondary Education and History Major



“I don’t go here.”

Mikayla McGhee
Sophomore Psychology Major at  Montgomery College

Spotted on McKeldin Mall

“I put my life on hold to help make Bitcamp happen. All the sleepless nights, late 
night calls, and skipped classes were worth it seeing everything come to life on the 
weekend-of Bitcamp -- and I’d do it all over again. Probably one of the best highlights 
of my college experience so far.”

Joshua Kalampanayil
Sophomore Computer Science Major
General Business and Statistics Minors











Devika Elakara & Ali Hassannia
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(She’s actually happy, don’t worry)




